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Letter of Mr. Rufus ¥, Stimson to Dr. C. H. Lene, Manch 10, 193%

UThe FeFeAe. Constitution, Section C, reads in part,” .... adopt
a constitution not in confliet with the national constitution ....";
and our State Constitution membership a&rticle reads in part, but vitel
part, "....any student of vocational agriculture, who is regularly en-
rolled in & part-time, day unit, or all day class, is eligible to CY
tive membership e.sees

"Je draw no lines here at oreed, color, or sex. Does this debar
ust" '

Lettqf of Dr. C. H. Lane to l¥r. Rufus W. Sfimson, Merch 14, 1931

“This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of March 10, and
would say that there is only one line drawn in connection with the F.F.j.
orgenization, end that is, it is a boy end man organizationg It was so
ordered by the boys in Annual Convention at Kensas City last faide I
think it would be well for you to bring this up at the regional confer-
ence for general disucssion.”

Letter of Mr. R. ¥W. Stimson to Dr. C. H. Leane, September 5, 1931

You will notice thet we are reserving the right to a reason-
able measure of home rule in the matter of membership. At the same
time, we are guarenteeing you absolute protection against any intru-
sion of our principle into the effsirs of your national orgenization.

"The situation is the one 1 presented at your last Regional con-
ference in Boston. All our State comtests sponsored by our State F.F.A.
will be open to 2ll our vocational pupils who can otherwise qualify, re-
gardless of whether they are F.F.A. members or not. In spreading our
F.FeA. Paith, our method will be persuasion, not pressure. But we ac-
cept the restriction you impose as it applies to your national F. F. A.
affairs. To this latter end, our guaranteeing statement , in our re-
vised Constitution, ARTICLE III, Section B, reads:

"It is expressly provided that only male members
shall be proposed for office, honors, or partici-~
pation in contests, controlled by the National Ag-
sociation of Future Farmers of America,"

Letter fram Dr. C. H, Lane to iir. Rufus W. Stimson, September 11, 1931

41l the flexibility possible is provided for States and local
chapters in the F. F. A. as regards programs of work, fthe activities
undertaken and the general operation of these uaits. However, the work
of these units must not be in confliet with the provisions of the na-
tional constitution.
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"The delegates to the nstional F.F.A. convention last year voted
unanimously and with enthusiamm to make their organizetion one which is
composed only of male members. This amendment to the constitution gave
the National Board of Trustees no elternative in its interpretation of
membership in the organization, It is simply one composed of male per-
gons. :

"This provision for male F.F.A. membership does not and should
not interfere with the opening of your State contests to all students
of voocational agriculture. It simply provides in a direct way for lim~ -
iting recognition in regional and national F.F.A. contests to members
only,

"I hope that you appreciate the position the Board of Trustees
is placed in with reference to your special provision in granting an
FeFesAe charter to Massachusetts.

Letter to Mre. W. A. Ross from Rufus W. Stimson, September 14, 1931

" « + « In all essentials so far as your Netional F. F. A. and -
its activities , offices, and honors, are concerned, our State Asgociaw=
tion is restricted to males,

"Our purely local or State affairs we ourselves are to govern.

"Take & broad view of this situation. Meet us in the spirit in
which I presented the merits of your movement to our own people in my

letter dated May 2, 1931, a copy of which I efclose.”

12486880 Rufus W. Stimson from W A. Ross, September 21, 1933

"Since the National Constitution of the Future Farmers of Apmer-
lca provides for and recognizes pale members only it is with this in-
terpretation and understanding of your constitution that the National
Board of Trustees is willing to accept Massachusetts application and
grent charter immediately.” ] -

Letter from Mr. Wm. L. Stimson to W. A. Ross, March 8, 1932

"As secretary of the Mass. Assn. of F.F.A. I hove been requested
to notify you: (1) that a constitution, revised so as to be in accord
with your requests, was adopted at the last annual meeting; (2) thet
your telegram of September 21, 1931, to Mr. R. W. Stimson, has been in-
corporated in the records of the meeting at which this action was takens
(3) that the State charter has been accepted and the revised somtitution
adopted in the light of the telegram, and in the cooperative spirit it
manifests on your part and presumes on ours; (4) to complete the record
I am enclosing a copy of the Constitution and By Laws.®
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Letter to Mr. W, A. Ross from R, We Stimson, April 28, 1933

"eees You will bear in mind that this is our largest chapter
with a membership of 205, Ags your eye runs down the various committees,
e folder for each of which is in the package I am sending you, you will
find now and then the nams of a girl. Ye have not juggled the records
at all, desiring that the exhibit should represent exaotly what is being
done end by whom. Nevertheless, we are mindful of the note in our cop-
stitution, ARTICLE III. Membershi sNeBo: "It is expressly provided that
only male members shall be proposeg for office, honors, or participation
in contests, controlled by the Netional Associstion of Future Fgrmers of
America," ' S

, "For ‘purposes of this contest, may we not submit the material as
it stands, simply asking that you consider erased the names of two or
three girls which appear on some of the sheets?® )

Letter to R, W, Stimson from Vernon Howell, June 16, 1933

"It is impqssible for the National Board of Trustees to accept
The entry of the Essex Chapter of F.F.A. in the National Chapter con-
test. The National chapter contest is strietly a contest sponsored by
the National organization, and since you have indicated you have five
girls who have membership in the Exsex Chapter, it will be impossible
to accept the entry.

"I em greatly surprised that girls have been allowed membership
in the Future Farmers of Americe organization in Massachusetts, .We have
in our files the copy of a telegram sent to you September 21, 1931, which
reads as follows:

"Since the National comstitution of the F.F.A. provides

and recognizes male members only it is with this inter-

pretation and understanding of your constitution that

the National Board of Trustees is willing to accept

Massachusetts application and grant charter immediately,
. W A. Ross"

fgg irl student in vocationsal agriculture will be allowed sctive
membership the Future Farmers of America orgenization, and unless Magsge
achusetts complies with this article of the constitution drastic action
by the National Board of Trustees will be necessary,”
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Letter from Rufus W, Stimson to Vernon Hoﬁell, July 12, 1933
Returning from two weeks of vacation, I have found a letter dated
at Washington, D. C. June 16,. 1933, end received here twelve days later
over your officiel signature., This letter declares that F.F,i. member=-
ship must be limited to male members only. To the telegram qudted in
that letter, I replied, September 22, 1951, by telegraph, to Mr, Ross as

follows:
"THANKS FOR TEL:GRAM SAYING MASSACHUSETTS HAS BEEN GRANTED
A FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA CHARTER. WILL SUBMIT THIS
TELEGRAN TO OUR BOYS FOR THEIR INTERPRETATION AND ACTION
AT THEIR FIRST LEGALLY HELD MEETING."

Dr. Lane, Mr, Ross, Mr. W. J. Weaver, recently elected North Atlantic
Region Representative in the Nationel F.F.A, Advisory Council, and other
F.F.A. wollwishers, kmew of our opposition to restricting our Massachu-
setts Agsociation membership to marrower limits than those governing ad=-
mission to vocational agricultural education schools and depsrtments in
Massachusetts. We had been urged to organize an F.F.A. State Associa-
‘tion, apply to the National F.F.A. for a Charter with this reservation,
and "see what happens.” We had proceeded to do 50 under the name Masse
achusetts Young Farmers Association,  énd the active membership section
in our Constitution was modelled on Article III, Section B of the orig-
inal F.F.A. Constitution, published in the revised Manuel for Future
Farmers of Americe and copyrighted as of the dates April 1930 and Janu~-
ary 1931. You will recall that this paragraph begins as followss: "Any
student of vocational agriculture, who is regularly enrolled in a part=
time, day unit, or all-day class, is entitled to active membership in
the Future Farmers of America orga:ization e.."

We incorporeted our F.F.A. activities, as an importent addition,
into the instructional program of our woscational agricultural education
service., In no other way could we have justified expenditure of public
funds for performance of the advisory activities involved in our FeF.A.
orgaenizationiand connections, To us the F.F.A. wes not, and is not,
"Just another private fraternity for high school pupils." Being part
of our public vocational educeation service, we could not approve any
other membership arrengement.

Our Constitution as submitted was perfectly plain in this regard,
In its first form it was returned for certain revisions suggested by Ex~
ecutive Sgeretary Ross, including the change of name, and set-up of
membership grades which we were very glad to concede, It was finally
forwarded with our application for & Charter in the form you will find -
herewith., See Exhibit B, Article III, Section B, and "Note," '
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Letter from RuBus W. Stimson to Vernon Howell, July 12, 1933 - contd,

"To help your Board of Trustees see the situation and meet it as
ve saw it end are meeting it, I wrote lir, Ross September 14, 1931 a let-
ter, a copy of which you will find herewith. See Exhibit C.

For our State purposes, we definitely agreed not to propose Bor
office, homors, or parbicipation in contests controlled by the National
Association of the Future Farmers of Amerieca any but male members,

The Note in our Constitution was proposed and has been adhered to
in good faith, Wwhen we, like all Btate Associations, were asked to enter
three chapters in the National Chepter Contest, and I was authorized at
the Annual meeting of owr Association to enter our Dartmouth, Easex, and
West Springfield Chapters, I asked Executive Secretary Ross to treat as
if erased from all consideration the name of any girl who might appear

" in the roster of the Essex Chapter, or, if he found this would not be sce
ceptable, to notify me soon in order that the Essex Cpapter might be
spared any extra expense for photographs and the like, There eare no
girls in either of the other two chepters. 1In the Ezsex membership of
205, there is a non~male dilution of 24%., The non-male dilution for the
State is probably less than 1%. 1Is it not enough for the Board of Tpuse
tees, since it is not willing to treat those names as if eresed, to re=-
turn this Bssex Chapter entry and let the matter rest?

I will advise our boys to support the "Note" above mentioned by
the further procedure of amitting all-but male members in reporting -
membership statistics to the National Executive Secretary, and of re-
stricting payment of dues %o the National Treasury to male members onlye

It seems to us only reesonable that your Board of Trustees allow
us this latitude. Our boys, when Mr. Ross's telegram which you quote
and my telegram to Mr. Ross ebove quoted, were submitted to them, put
this interpretation upon the granting of the Charter. The Constitution
submitted exactly in the form shown in Exhibit B herewith was ratified,
Your telegram did not read: "Constitution not approved. Your applica=
tion, therefore, rejected." We have never put before your Board of
Trustees any other form of Constitution since, nor have we been called
upon to do so. Our boys and their advisers beljieved that this latitude
had been allowed, Hence our active F.F.A. work,

We have held our local » district, and State public speeking con-
test eliminations. They have been sponsored by the F.F.A., but heve
been open to all vocational agricultural pupils. At the final contest,
the speaker renked highest by the Jjudges was a member of the recently
orgenized Reading High School Cpapter of F.F.A. We were among the
pionsers among vocationel agricultural schools and departments in starte-
ing public speaking contests, and were only too gldd to swing our con~
tests into line for regional and national F.F.A. contests by making
them a means of nominating a creditable F.F.A. member for participation,
We have been to considerable trouble and expense in helping to find re-
gional contest judges, quarters, and prizes. Our great aim has been to
help those in charge of your F.F.A. public speaking contests to keep
them to the highest possible levels of competitive excellence, The boy

we have chosen and now hold in readiness to enter at the proper time



this year, we think, will creditably contribute toward mainteining the
best traditions in this field of activity. He happens to be from a chap~
ter which is made up of male members o Yo

. You may ask why such -en ado about straight vocational agricultur=
al membership., It is simply a matter of fair play and sound vocational
education policy with us. Viomen own and profitably operate farms in
Massachusetts. Girls who can profit from the instruction end who desire
to do so are admitted to our vocational agricultural departments on egual
tersm with boys. Thet is why we admit them for our State purposes on '
equal terms with boys to this association, on the menagement of which we
have to spend vocational education money. 4~H olubs, supported by publie
funds; here as everywhere, are open on equal terms to boys and girls,

Our Dgpartment of Agriculture for many years had made a feature at its
big ammual meeting of awarding gold medals. Women farmers of Massachu-
setts have. been awerded gold medals by our Department of Agrioculture,
because of their outstanding agricultural achievements, Gold medls have
not been confined to male members only. '

The enrollment in our vocational agricultural schools and depart-
ments includes racial stocks in the widest veriety. Old-time Yankees,
Scandinaviens, Irish, French, Polish, Portuguese, Negro, and Irddian, to
mention a few, Our enrollment includes Romen Catholics, Protestants,
Hebrews; and for aught we know, since we never ask anybody what his re-
ligious relationships are, some who may be without denominational relig=-
ious affiliations. Just as there is no disorimination here as to race,
or religion, so there is none with relation to sex in our educational
program. -

Our loyalty with reference to the activities of the National FePeho
cammot be questimed, We pay our dues., We have responded to requests
that we enter competitions. Very recently on my request, our Governor
commissioned one of our fine farm boys to represent us officially &t the
dedication of an F.F.A. room at the Thomas Jefferson shrine, in connece
tion with the much advettised F.F.A. Pilgrimage to Monticellos and he
was accompanied by two other boys and two advisers at no small expense,
end in a highly hazardous year for ‘such an undertaling,

You have everything to gain and nothing to lose by permitting us
to continue membership in the Nationsl ‘FeFshe In accordance with the
terms explicitly stated in the membership paragraph end Note to which re-
gerence has heen made. ’

We thought you would be more interested in the spééndid F.F.A.
aocomplishments of our largest Chapter, the Essex Chapter, than you
would be disturbed by the negligible non-male dilution in its membership .
In this we were mistaken, We are willing to acoept your slep on the
wrist for the error. You need have no fear of ever being distrubed
again by a similar offering from our Siate,

There is nothing in the situation, as we see it, to necessitete
the interruption of work and the considerable expense of celling a
State F.F.A. meeting, Only such a meeting, called with the necessary 30
days notice, would have authority to make any change in our State F.F.A,

Constitution.
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If we have been mistaken, our mistake has been born of the belief
that the Nationel Board of Trustees had decided to permit to a State, in
its purely internal affairs, the minimum of self-determination embodied
in our State F.F.A. Constitution. If the Board feels itself debarred
from favorsble action, why not amend the National F.F.A. Constitution so
as to permit the reasonable degree of self-determination in purely inter-
nal State F.F.A. matters we had supposed had been granted.

If we have been mistaken, end your last paragraph is finel, what
drestic action do you propose? If we are to be disciplined by suspen=
sion of all FoFe.A. privileges until e State F.F.A. meeting has been held
for reoview and final sction, or if summary expulsion is considered nece
essary, why not let it date from July 1, 19337 There will, then, be no
fragment of & new fiscal year to bother with.

We hope your Board of Trustees will decide to allow us the modest
degree of self-determination our present Constitution establishes, or
put through a Constitutional amendment that will permit it. Having again
restated our case for the information of any new comers on the Board, we
await your final ruling on our present status, or your advice as to fu-
ture procedure.”

Letter from Vernon Howell to Rufus W. Stimson, August 1, 1933

"In reply to your letter of July 12, I say agein that due to the
clause in our national constitution which limits our membership to male
students of vocational agriculture, it is impossible to accept the names
or dues of girl students upon our national list of membership in the
F,FeAo This is a boys organization}

We, the exeoutive committee, appreciate the efforts of the Hass=
achusetts F.F,A. to cooperate with the National orgenization and hope
to continue pleasant associations with you. :

I will take the matter up again with the executive committee at
Kensas City in November and will advise you immediately of their further
pleasure in allowing you to keep the names of girl students upon your
State rollo® ’ : '

Letter from W. A, Ross to Vernon Howell, August 9, 1933

"Your letter of August 1 is acknowdedged. It is too bad sbout
the Massachusetts situation, but I think you wrote a very good answer
to Mr, Stimson's letter. The only thing we cen do is to put this matter
up to the boys and let them settle it at the national convention,®
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o Lo Hease: Dstony July 12, 1933.

Mr. Vernon Howell, Nationdl President, - 5% 4w FfA Presuieat [[432-33
Future Farmers of Amerioca
1800 £ Strest, Rorthrest,'

*asiington, n. ¢,
L

Ky dear ¥r. Howell: - . i
j Returning from two weeks of vaoati% I have found a
lester dated at #ashinston, D. C., qugzi 3, & received
ia

here twelve days lateg-ayer your of gNature. = This
letter declares that @y . i, negb§{§' AT e N inited to
male members only. To She tele gosi p§ed in thWt letter, I

replied, September 22, 1931, / £30h, to ¥r. Ross as fol-

lowa:

SEACHUSETTS HAS BREZH
ERICA CHARTER. WILL
o FOR THEIR INTEZR-
IRST LEGALLY HELD

"THANKS FOR TELRGRAY SAYIW
GRANTED A FUTURE _FARY
SUBMIT THIS TELSCHTTSN\OUR
PRETATION AND /AL ]
HEETING,?

! F faver, recently elected Horth
Atlantic Regtd cPresendadiye in the Hational F. F. A. Ad-
visory Co » and oth o F. A, wellwishers, knew of our.
ing~dur Massachusetis Association men-

Dr. Lane, ur, Roas,

bership t mits than those governing admission %o
vocational 1 education schools and departments 1in
¥assachuse d been urged to organize sn F, F. A,

State Assoclat apply to the Rational F?. F. A. for a
Charter with this reservation, and "see wshat happena.” ¥e
had proceeded to do 2o under the nanme ¥asgachuretts Young
Farmers Associstion, and the active membership section in our
Constitution was modelled on Artlole III, Section B of the
erizinal F., ¥, a&. Constitution, published in the revised Y¥asnual
for Future Farmers of America and copyrizhted as of the dates
April 1930 and January 1931. You will recall that this para-
Z2raph bezins as follows: "Any student of vocational agricul-
ture, who is regularly enrolled in a part-time, dey-unit, or
all-day class, ig entitlad to active membership in the Futurs
Farmers of America organization , , ,#

e incorporated our ¥, P. A, activities, ag an 4m-
portant addition, into the instructional program of our voga-



Mr, Vernon Howell, | -2 - 6/12/33.

tional asriocultural education sarvice. In no other way oould we
have justified expenditure of public funds for performance of
the advisory activities involved in our F, F. A. organization
and connections, To us the F. F. A, was not, and 1s not, “Just
another private fraternity for high sohool pupils.® Being part
of our public vocational aducation servige, we ocould not approve
any other membership arrangement,

Qur Constitution as submitted was perfeotly plain in
this rezard. In its first form it was returned for certain re-
visions suggested by Exeocutive Seoretary Ross, including the
chanse of name, and set-up of membercship gradee which we were
very alad to concede., It was finally forwarded with our apnlica-
tion for a Charter in the form you will find herewith, See
Exhibit B, Article III, Section B, and "Note,"

To help your Board of Trustees see the situation and
meet it as we saw it and are meeting 1t, I wrote U¥r, Ross Sep-
tember 14, 1931, a letter, a copy of whioh you will find here-
with., See Exhibit ¢, i »

For our State purposes, we definitelly,reserved the
right of extending membership to any voocationajl [azricultural

puril in good standing.

For your National
to propose for oifice, honors, or
controlled by the Nationzl Asso

Amerioca any but male members,

contesta

The Hote in our consti n wae proposed and has
been adhered to in good fai4 like all State Asso-
clations, wers asked to 2

Chapter contest, and

our Association to ent

: ters in the Hational
orized\dt the Annual Meeting of
Jmouth, EZesex, and Weet Spring-

4 Seoretary Ross to treat as if

2 name of any «irl who might

gdpéx Chapter, or, if he found this

ceptable, 56tify me soon in order that the
might be"\spared any extra expense for photographs
There no girls in either of the other two
_the Esséx/ membership of 205, there is a non-male
Thd Aon-male dilution for the State is
probably les g;l,, Iz it not enough for the Board of

Trustees, since it is not willing to treat thoss names as if

erasad, to return this Essex Chapter entry and let the matter

rest?

erased from all oonsi:~
appear in the bh
would not bZ

Essgex Chapt
and the 1lik
chapters, _
dilution of 23&%.

Ny

I will advise our boys %0 suppor% the "Hote' above
mentioned by the further procedure of omitting all but male
members in reporting membership statistice to the National
Executive Secoretsry, and of restiricting payment of dues to the

Fatlonal Treasury to male members only,



¥T. Vernon Howell, -3 - 6/12/33.

It seems to us only rsasonable that your Board of
Trustees allow us this lestitude. Cur boys, when Mr. Ross's
telegram which you quote and ay telegram to M¥r. Rosa above
quoted, were submitted to them, put this interoretation upon
the granting of the Charter. The Constitution submitted i
exactly in the form shown in Exhibit B herewith was ratified.
Your telegram did not read: “Oonstitution not aporoved. TYour
application, therefors, rejected.' We have never put befors
your Board of Trustees any other form of Constitution since,
nor have we besn called upon to do so, Our boye and their
advisers believed that this latitude had been allowed. Henoe
our active . F, A, work, :

*¥e have held our locel, district, and State pubdlie
gpeaking contest eliminstions., They have baen sponsored by
the F. F. A., but have been open to all voocational agricul tural
pupils. At the final contest, the speaker ranked higheat by
the judges was a member of the recently organiged Re ding High
School Chapter of F. F, A. We were among the plonee g among
vocational agricultural schoole and departments in rting
public speaking ocontests, and were only too ing our
conteste into line for regional and natio contests
by making them a means of nominating a oped o Aol
memder for partioipation, ¥e have beer trouble
and expense in helping to find regios D § uarters,
and prigzes, OCur great aim has beef p 08a in oharge of
your F. F. A. publio speaking conteaty ktep them to the high-
est possidble levele of competitive expdlience. The boy we have
chosen and now hold in re ' ar at the proper time this
year, we think, wi{ll ore $¢ toward maintaining the
best traditions in thie . ‘ He happens to be from
2 chapter which is made of male]/gembers only.,

You
agricul tural erahlp..

do about straizht voocational

#imply a matter of fair play and
n poliocy with us. Yomen own and pro-
in vageachusetts. Qirls who can orofit

~ d/who deslre to do 8o are admitted to our

vooational agpi turdl‘departments on equal terms with dboys,
That 18 shy we admit them for our State purposes on equal terms
with boys to this association, on the manazement of whioh we
have %o spend vooationsl education money., U-H olubs, supported
by pubdblic funds, here as everywhere, are open on equal terms to
boys and girle. Our Department of Agrioulture for many years
has made a feature at its big annual neeting of awarding zold
medals., Women farmers of Massachusetts have been awarded gold
medals by our Department of Agricul ture, because of their ocut-
standing azricultural achievamenta, Gold medals have not been
confined to male farmers only.

The ‘enrollment in our vooational azrioul tural schools
and departments includes racial stooks in the widest variety.



Hr. Vernon Howell, -4 - 6/12/33.
Old-time Yankees, Scandinavians, Irish, French, Polish,
Portugzuese, Negro, and Indian, to ma2ntion a few. Our enroll-
ment inoludes Roman Catholics, Protestante, Hebrews; and for
aught we know, since we never ask anybody what his religious
relationships are, some who may be without denominational -
religious affiliations. Just as there ie no disorimination
here as to race, or religion, so there is none with relstion
to sex in our educationsl program.

. Cur loyalty with reference to the sctivities of the
National F. P, 4. can not be questioned., ¥e pay our Jues, Ve
have responded to requeste that we enter competitions. Very
recently on my request, our Governor commissioned one of our
fine farm boye to represent us officially at the dedioation of
en F. F. A. room at the Thomas Jefferson shrine, in ccnnaoction
with the much advertised F. F. A. Pilgrimaze %0 tontigello;
and he was socompanied by two othar boye and two advisers at
no small expense, and in a hichly hazardoue year for such an
undertakinz. ! i

You have everything to gain and nothingz to loese by
permitting us to continue membership | ional K. F. A,
in aococordance with the terms expliocit thevmember-
as been made,

terested in the

2 largest Chapter, ths
bed by the negligible

In this we were mistaken.

‘ the wriet for the error.
neigaturbed again by &

There 18 ndthing in thp situation, as we see {t, to
naceseitate the intexy / pork and the considerable ex-
pense of callinz
inz, called
authority ¢

Je thou:zht you would .
splendid F. F. A. acocomplishmeata

He are willinz to aocoept y
You need have no fear oj~%¥

AL . meating. Only such a meet-
e neseFTAry” thirty days notioce, would have
k= any ochange in our State F, F. A. Constitution.

we have bden mistaken, our miestaske has bz22n bora

A that the/National Board of Trustees had deocided
a\State, /in 1ts purely internal affaira, the
minimum of self-detefmination embodied in our State F. F. Ae
Conetitution. If the Board faelas itsalf debarred from favorable
aotion, why not amend the Hational ¥, ¥, A, Conetitution so as

to permit the reasonable degres of self-determination in purely
internal State F. F. A. matters #2 had szupnosed had been granted?

If we have been mistaken, and your last paragraph is
final, what drastic action do you propose? If we are to de
diaciplinad by suspenseion of all F. F. A. privilegees until a
State F. F. A, meeting has been held for revisw and finsl aotion,

e



¥r. Vernon Howell, -5 - 6/12/33.

or 1f summary expulsion {8 oonsidered hacessary, why'not let 1t

date from July 1, 19337 There will, then, be no fragment of a
new fiscal year to bother with,

¥e hope your Board of Trustees will decide to allowt
us the modest dezree of self-detsrmination our pracant Consti-
tuition estadbliehes, or out through a Conatitutional amendmsent
that #111 permit 1%, Having arain res@&&e&~ou& case for the
-Information of any ns# comers on ths Bé it your final
ruling on our present status, or yow Afuture pro-

cedurs.,
98 Agricultural Education,
hfe F. F. Adviser,
R#¥3/4FF | |
Enog,.

|

T e R

St ammies s O b
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The C!Eummmt{ay&éb of fMassachusetts

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

AGRICULTURAL TEACHER-TRAINING OFFICE

203 STOCKBRIDGE HALL
AMHERST. MASS.

July 17, 19323

Mr. RHufus 7. 3Stimson
Supervisor of Vocationzl Educstion ¥ s
Room 213, State House
Boston, Hasseschuszetts

Dear ¥r, Stimson:

The only "drastic action” that the nationnl orgsnization
of the F.F.A. can take, (as suzzestel ty tle letter of Mr, Howell)
1s to kick Hcssachusetts out of the union., How that will affect
the general welfare of vocational education in these troublesome
times remsins to e seen.

Tne charter for the Massachusetts issocistion was granted
after tne State reservetions regardinc nentership had been fully
explained and with tne proviso that sex, race or creed could not
be required as a credential for local membership in this state.

If the traustees of tle natlonal group repudiate this agree-
ment, tke sooner Massacousetts is out, the better. I certainly
advise no modification of that fundament:1 »rinciple. ¥We can go
alone as we did witybut Young Farmwers' Association.”

This 1llustrates an inherent.wesknese in the whole plan.
¥r. Howell and his assoclates had no part in the earlier under—
standing three years ago. Today they are officious and full of
power. Three years hence they will cease to be active membeors.

In other words, constructive grovth and inereasing harmony
may any year Le upset by new comers. Mr, Small is right in saying
that "Eallyhoo® playz too large a part =nd real cooperative, cou~
sBtructive effort too little. The strensth of the organization is
in its local units 2nd its weakness in tre nation=l federation.

Because of the benefits I have seen =t nlaces like Zagex
County and West Springfield, I hope tiLis little flurry =ill tlow
over. Otherwise, I ghould say, "Fithdraw o2t once.”

1 understand thest trhe rule azainst the participation of
girls is 2 ti¢ of snoblishnese entirely out pf line with the
purpcses of the orgcnizgtion. However, I reflize that few states
have real vocetiqnal :irl members in their agricultural departments
in the sense we 46 here. At any rate, I am sure our whole family
will stand Sogether, thouzh I am sure thiz present action at ¥ash-
ington will result in delsying other chapters in Massachusetts




Nr. Stimson July 17, 1933
¥hich we thought were about to organize,

The address used by Mr. Howell apoears to be that of the
Federal Board for Vocational Education,

Sincerely yours,

F. E. Heald, Supervisor
Teacher-Tralning Agricultural Education

FZH:IHP
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The State Education Department
Albany

Agricultural Education Bureau

Arthur K. Getman, Chief
W. Jack Weaver, Supervisor

Novenber 28, 1933.

Mr. Rufus W. Stimson,
State House,
Boston, Massachusetts.

My dear Mr. Stimson:

I have just returned from the Kansas City National F.F.A.
Meeting and I want to talke this occasion to congratulate you on the
very fine success of Richardson in the National Speaking Contest.
He gave hig talk in a very excellent manner and was clearly, correctly
placed as the winner.

I am sorry that I cannot report an equal degree of success
with the National Board of Trustees in the matter of an amendment to
the Constitution, whereby a State would be permitted to determine its
own procedure in respect to female members, in relation to its own
State affairs.

The 1932 Convention 6f delegates appointed the Board of
Trustees as a committee to bring in a revised Constitution for ap-
proval of the delegates at the 1933 meeting. The Board of Trustees,
as you know, is made up of the six student officers, the National
Adviser, the Executive Secretary and the Treasurer. Mr. Groseclose,
the Treasurer, was ill and unable to be at the meeting.

It seemed to be very difficult for the members of the Board
of Trustees and the delegates to differentiate between the two pro—.
blems, (1) the desirability of females as members of the F.F.A., on
a national basis, and (2) the right of any State to determine upon
its own procedure in all matters relating to its purely local or
internal affairs.

I defended, in the Advisory Council Meeting, the amendment
to the Constitution covering this matter which I hed proposed in my
letter of November 14, to Dr. Lane. The Advisory Council meeting
was attended by Dr. Lane, Mr. Pollom of Kansas and myself.

Later, I was invited by Dr. Lane to attend a meeting of the
Board of Trustees, which was sttended by the six student officers, Mr.
Ross and Dr. Lane, and ageain defended the matter on the grounds that
all local and State affairs within a State should be left for the
different States to determine.



This was as far as I could go. At the delegate meeting,
only delegates, student officers, National Adviser, Executive
Secretary and Treasurer have the right to speak, except as re-
quested to do so by the President.

At the delegate meeting, Richardson presented the case
very well, I thought, in defending the right of any State to
determine its own local procedures, but the delegates could not
view it on this broader basis and seemed to discuss it from their
own personal feelings that they did not want girls in the F.F.A.
organization.

The outcome of the whole matter is that the Constitution
was not liberalized in this respect to the extent that you and I
believe desirable, and also, a motion Was made and passed to the
effect that Massachusetts be given three months to comply with the
National Constitution under penalty of suspension of the F.F.A.
Charter by the Board of Trustees, if the conditions of the Con~
stitution were not met.

It 1s likely that you will hear from Mr. Ross, Executive
Secretary, sometime in the near future.

I am reciting this to you in fulfilling what I believe

to be my obligation as a member of the Advisory Council representing

the North Atlantic Region.

Sincerely yours,

[s] W. J. Weaver
W. J. Weaver

WJIW:HAS
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% @MW December 22, 1933,

Mr. #. Jack Weaver, Supervisor,
State Education Department,
University of the Stats of New York,
Albany, New York.

My‘ dear Mr, Yeaver:

Mr, ¥i1liems has had no funds from which $o pay the nee¢essary expanses of
thoss who have bdeen invited to Judge at ths Regional Publie Spealking Contests,
held at Eastern States Exposition in Springfield. Massachmseits men who could take
cars of their own ¥ravel nave been his sola relianca. - -

To insure lmpartial judging, wdsr these oirswistances; you may remember
«aat I made strong representations %o N, 7illizma in Pegie of keéping offthe Yo
gramd, disfriduted at these events, and not plasing ia E:.st of tha judges,
anything which might ind{gats the States represanted by the speskers, Hs had g
feeling that the program would be much mors nteresting if the auvdience lmsw tha
States represented by the several parti:g ts. I argued, howgver, that not meérsly
in fairness to boys in other Btatss An fairness to the doy from Haszachmsetts,
changs %o the type of program recomended ou?t”to ba mads., A boy with a Hasge
achuze$ts label on him would have to be twlcg’as good as a Yoy from almost any othsy
State in order to win recognition in an evend\judged solely by men frem Magsachusetta,

Such men wonld be in gonstant deTe_st thay or be charged with showing,
partiality %o a boy from the wa state

It seams to me thdt| the changs 8 has justified {tsalf. Any Massachusetts

boy who has baen placed fi 8 "uyo home the bagon® from the final at Xansas

Citys 1In spite of %his o ion, howgyer, which has mors regsently beem {n effect,

" heard a whisper af 8 Rs Sest las§ September indicating uvarest among
-4 coaghes with ey 1n the contes over eonfinement %o judges %o Massachusetts

residents. This the I was doubly delighted to have Richardeon riss to

first placs at $as City, s aghisvement must have done somathing %o astadlish

in the minds of tnd whispererf A fesling that ths boy had really been placed first

at Springfield on mbri\.

No one can with{wmimity gontemplate continvance of such whisperings,
Hence this letter, in whigh I #ish to urge that Jyow, as a member of the Advisory
Council from the North Atlantie Reglon, maks every effort to have National ¥,7.A,
funds put at the disposal of Mr. 7illlams for travel expenses of Judges, no two
of whom, following such action, shall goms from a single State.

P.Ss Ths copy of $he tantative draft of 8ingerely yours,
a possible letter $o Dr. Lane, which
you requested, is enclosed herewith, /#] R. ¥, sTIusOW,

This latter has not 73t been signed,
Dr. Lans's reply to you may make i%  Supervisor of Azriculiural Edugation,
anneegssary, -

RWS/ETK



Dovambor 22, 1833

Ar, D. Uy clms
Stato Department of Educstion
Kaghville, Taumosses

Dear Mr, Clements:

You will probably reeall that the Puture Fermsrs of Ame
erios constitution originally permitted girls to be mszhers of the
organization. later the delegates in srmual convention axonded
the sonstitution miriag it a =ale arganisation,

This last year it was found that Mmgsschusetts ad girls
Who ware membersg of the orgarnization, snd as I reeal) one ehapter
had as its sesrotary a girl, who of course was taking wwoational
dgriculture in the school. The Board of Trustees wag advised of
this apparent viclation of the oonstitution by Masgachusatts, the
Question was diseuased fully end was then trought to the attention
of the deleg: tes, without any regomsandations, on tho floor of the
oonvantions 1 wish you could have besn there to witnegs the onthuse
1a3tio and at some times hot disoussion of the guestion, It mns
perfestly evident $0 evoryons listening in that the delegntes folt
that ¥assaalmeetts hod violated the eanstitution, She was dofended
by a Massachusetts dslegate, who by the way was Albert Richardsca
the winngr of the publis speaking sonte s. AfSer hourg of hsatad
discussion the delegates vobed that "¥nggachusotts Aasaeiation de
given thres months to conform to the national censtitution o the
deof?mateoehtumwhww’nthemmuv
voting against this it was not so recorded, #

Hr, R, Jo “eaver, membor of the Natiousl Advisory Couneil
writes mo under dato of Desember 18 as folleows; *In the interest
of fairnees and in the interest of building & sound organization
that ecammot be attaoked as something private and cutside of the voe
oational agriswltiral adusation Program, as ohilrman of the Counmeil
Exguggest that you poll the other members of the Couneil, expldin ¢
the situation to them and obtsin a veto vote, This would allow you
%o stay aotion until the next annual econvention when the matber
be brought up sgain and properly aet up.®” You will cboerve thag
there are two implications in this paragraph, Pirst that the Yee
tional Advisory Cowmoll will weto the aotion of the dalegates and
8coond, thut the whole propositien was not set up properly to the
delegates, _




-2‘
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¥r. Weaver wus present and heard the dissussion referred
to sbove, So was I, and if I ever witmessed a group that I thought
ma for a proposition it was thoss delegates who were abadlutely
convirsed in thelr minds that Meszaclmeetts mad violated ths cone
stitution and “ghould be punished” as ome dolegats said,

Pleass lot me have yowr reaction as soon as possible in
ascordance with your responsibility wder the by-laws sonserning
the duties of the members of the Hational Advisory Couneil,

Sincerely yours,

. C. H, LANE
CHisw] Chief, Agrisultursl Educstion Servico

-




- the supervisors in the North “Reglon beosuss I have
yob %o have u State suporviser exoept you'and Xr. Stimsom ¢

~ Jeot %o the conatitubion as it now reads with reforencs o
male membership, it _
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STATE ”‘ARD FOR VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

/ TOPEKA, KANSAS

Dee. 27, 1933

Dr. C.H. Léne, Chief, : oF
Agricultural Edu. Service, B
Office of Education, . m®
Harley-Wright Bldg., : ; gg
Washington, D.C. < et

Dear Dr. Lane: >

02 :1 Hd ~02- 030 8e6l

I was not at the meeting of delegates at which the
Massachusetts matter came up but Professor Davidson of our
state was in attendance and his description of the discussion
compared favorably with yours. '

: I do not see how we could contend that the Future
Farmers of Amerlca is an organization belonging to 1ts mem-
bers should an Advisory Couneil of four members over-ride
their best judgment in the matter, While their action may -
causeé the loss of Massachusetts to the Future Farmer program,
and to that extent injure the program, in my opinion not nearly
as much harm would be done as would be done in ovér-riding or
attempting to over-ride the vote of the delegates.,

Moreover, thousands of Future Farmer boys would lose
their respect for the organization if girls are admittedp
thereby doing far more Injury than the dropping out of one
or two states. The whole affair has the appearance of one
state attempting to dictate to the other forty-seven. I am

not in favor of attempting a veto of the action taken by the
boys °

With best wishes for the New Year, I am

Sincerely yours,

Lester B. Pollom, ' -
Supervisor, Vocational Agriculture.
LP:R

7L



‘ agé;éé%giuz’é%i&%ékm/Décember 28, 1933.

Mr, Bobby Jones, President,
Future Farmers of America,
Radnor, Ohio,.

My dear Mr. Jones:

Your letter of the 26th instant needs correction.
The action you report was not unanimous. Richardson of
Massachusetts opposed it. And I am told that there were
other sympathizers with our cause present.

It needs correction in another particular, You
do not state that the action threatening to oust Massachusetts
has been approved by the National Advisory Council of the
F. F. A. Until so approved, no action by your Board of
Trustees or delegates to a National F. F. A. Convention can
be official.

Ground for the foregoing statements you will find
in the following two paragraphs from your National F.F.A.
By-Laws:

"This National Advisory Council shall
cooperate with and serve in an advisory capacity
to the National Board of Trustees of the Future
Farmers of America on the administrative direction
and leadership of the organization.

"The National Advisory Council shall
possess the power of approval at all times, of the
actions of the Board of Trustees and delegates to
the National Convention,®

In our Massachusetts Vocational Agricultural Edu-
cation program, including what we view as certain very im-
portant F. F. A. educational activities within that program,
no lines can be drawn of race, religion, color or sex.

The original National F, F. A, Constitution was
gsound in this respect. In its present amended form it is
unsound.,

made

We have not,a public issue of this, and hope not
to be forced to do so. We have not demanded that the Na-
tional F, F. A, Constitution be restored to its first form.

All we have asked has been the right to control
our 8tate and local F. F. A, affairs in such ways as to be
in accord with the Constitution of our Commonwealth,

-/



Mr. Bobby Jones. ' December 28, 1933,

If you will line up on this issue with Mr. W. J.
Weaver, our North Atlantic Region representative in the Na-
tional Adgisory Council, I believe that you will be acting
in the best interests of public education, as well as the
- permanent welfare of your National F. F. A.

Having met you and heard you speak at Springfield,
I feel almost as if we were personally acquainted. We all

felt a warm glow of satisfaction when news of your elevation
to your present high office wdas flashed to us.

You, as President of the F. F, A., will, I am con-
fident, try to be just and fair.

We hope for better news from you before our Annual
F. F. A, Meeting, March 24, 1934,
Sincerely yours,

/s/ R. W. STIMSON

Supervisor of Agricultural Education.
RWS/ETK
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Dr, C. H, La ©, i 4
U.S. Dept. of Interior, '
Office of Education,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Dr. Lane: .
I have yéur letter in regard to
the situation in Massachusetts.

As a member of the Advisory Com-
mittee of the South, I wish to accept the action

of ‘the delegates at the National Convention to

stitution.

the effect that Massachusetts not be given- more‘
than three months to conform to the Nat10na1 Con-

Very truly yours,

DMC/F

0. 97). Clements

D.M,Clements J
State Supervisor of Vocational
- Agriculture.
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EpwARD W. EVERETT
LOS ANGELES OFFICE

HowaRD F. CHAPPELL
SACRAMENTO OFFICE

STATE OF CALIFORNIA B.R.DENBIGH

Bepartment of Edneation B

BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION

ALICE M. DANIEL, SECRETARY

SUT-UBRARY ANQ SOURTS ALULDING
{SACRAMENTQ.CALLL

Califfrnia Polytechnic School . Sm
Sanfluis Obispo, California D

{ December 29, 1933 oF

Drc CQ Ho L ne o)
U. S. Department of the Interior ' >N
O0ffice of Bducation . 3

Washington, D. C. =

.,
Qe : 11 W - © - NvP 966l

Dear Dr. Lane:

I received your letter of December 22 with
- reference to the action of the Board of Trustees and delegates
of the 1933 F. F. A. Convention regarding Massachusetts?

violation of the constitution in remitting girls to become
members of their organization. .

I concur in the action of the Board of Trustees
and delegates that the "™Massachusetts Association be given
three months to conform to the national constitution or the
Board of Trustees be instructed to suspend them®.

Very sincerely yours,

W & e 024ag
hief, Bureau of L

_ Agricultural Rducation
20:58
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Dr. C. H, Ldne, Chief, %
Agricul tural Education Service, gir .
Office of Education, r‘g -
Department of the Interior, Qgga =
Washington, D. C. %G ©
.I?-n as
Z;"% -
D
My dear Dr, Lane:
of time and money.

]
=
Travel to Boston on the F, F. A, issue would be a waste

Either we are using public funds in operating the F, F. A,
as part of our publicly supported and controlled system of voca-
tional agricultural education, or we are not,

If we are, use the same means of getting out of the National
F. F. A, Constitution the present unsound membership restriction,
which you used effectively in getting it into that Constitution,
will stop this trouble,

That
Or, get the Weaver amendment passed.

| This would permit
Massachusetts to continue its 7., F, A, associations and activities,
in spite of that still unsound membership restriction,

I shall not approve expenditure of public funds for the
support of any program in Massachusetts which draws a line against
race, religion, color, or sex that would operate to exclude any other-
wise eligible person from full participation in our State-aided pro-
gram of vocational agricultural education,
This is my answer to your suggestion, in a letter to Mr,
Stimson dated December 28, 1933, that you come to Boston for a con-
ference in my office on this sub ject,

Respectfully yours,

RWS/MEF

Director,

27
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Jeguary 2, 1934 o '
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Mra. Le Bs Pollem e !
Supervisor, Vocational Agriculture o> =2
Topeka, gjﬁansas -‘} ol g 52 0
Dear Mr. Pollom: : 5?0 cn
o

Replying %o your letter of Jecember 27 the Hational F. Fo As
tdvisory Coumeil is designed remlly for one purpose, and that is to
disapprove or veto angy astion daken by the delegates in mmmal conven—
tion whioh is in conflict with the policlies set up by the Federal
Board in its administration of vocationsl sducation in cooperatiom
with the 48 Stato boerds, I can't ses that the astion taken hy the

delegstes in any way violates these policles and therefore, concur in
your opinion on the matier,

Sineerely yours,

Ce Ho LANB
CHLaw] Chief, Agrioultural Fducation Service



January 8; 1334

Dre R, C¢ 3mall, Director
Divigion ef Vocational Education
Department of Zducation

Boston, Massachusettis

Dear frisnd Smalls ﬂ

I have a copy of your letter of Doce{:
Dre Lanes I sish that I had a copy of Lane's 1
before me, Im all kindliness, friend
that I believe that you are hworreet yOur posi
the first place there is an imp].i R4z

r 30 to
ar to you
to state

some one has influenced tha Futufe Fe \of America to
make thelr organization oxclu ix ' organizations I
bave been present at the me ~‘: Kangas City and bave heard
the discussions of the boye 4 the boys ares over-

boyse I, persomally,

dal organization in vocational
g Poqusiderable number of girls,
Vest Virginia has/pd giq girl {aking Yocatiomal Agriculture
in our white schbgls hdent tiwd. Our schools ars fast
approaching real focational agritulture schools. Uhen we had
girls taking thp wrk they #ore)gothing mors than practicaliszed
general educatiap

wholmingly back of an organiss

cutadtss ag reproaenting ons of 48 states,
gmo, figuratively speaking, as one of
vish t0 make your owm rules for running the
tnlltboothenl&tyoudnit. I ges no
= hy Magsachusetis should havs sver recoived a
ozal Chartss hce shs did not sudserids full-hsartedly to
bugtitutfod and by-laws of the Natiomal Organizations In most
things~friend Teaver and I agroee, dut I most cortainly do not agree
with the compromise meagure proposed dy Ir, Weaver,

How, good frisnd Smmll, there is yot one outlet
for your Vocational Agriculturs boys and girls, end that is the
4-H Clubses I would commend thex to youe

S8incersly yours,
Je Vo Ankensy

State Supervisor of
JVAich Yocational Agriculture

- e T S W e el ol et
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TY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

Lbe ' ALBANY

~
.

. 5
LEW(S A, WILSON < AGRICUﬁURAL EDUCATION BUREAU
ASSISTANT COMMiSSIONER . O ARTHUR K. GETMAN, Chixr
FOR VOCATIONAL AND EXTENSION JOUCATION O w, Jggc WEAVER, SUPERVISOR
A

January 13, 1934 O3

Dr C, H. e ' 2
Office of /Education : ©

Department of Interior ]
~ Washington, D. C. »

3
v0
:.c‘ m -91"

al

My dear Doctor Lane:

I want to urge you again to employ any legitimate
way that may be open, in order to stay action on the propo-
sition passed at the National F.F.A, convention, which, if
carried out, would unjustly deprive Massachusetts of member-
ship in the national organization of F.F.A.

. In my letter of December 18, I made the suggestion
that a veto vote by the Advisory Council would give the
National Officers constitutional backing whereby action could
be held up until further consideration could be given to the
matter at the next delegate meeting. If there are other ways
open to the National Adviser and National Officers, whereby the

same result may be obtained, it would be equally satisfactory
to me.

Dr Lane, my seeming insistence on this point is not
in any sense a personal matter. It is based on the discharge
of duty as a member of the Advisory Council, a body charged with
the responsibllity of guiding and approving the actions of
the National F.F.A., which impels me to do all in my power to
see that policies put into operation are sound. )

The phrase which I used in my letter of December 18 and
referred to in yours of December 28, "properly set up", was not
intended to refer to any method followed at the last F.F.A.
Convention. It was intended to refer solely to the present
ruling in the matter of restriction of membership based on sex.

I have considered further the amendment concerning this
matter, which I proposed in my letter of November 14, 1933.
In my letter of December 18, I commented upon this proposed
amendment, pointing out where even it, was unsound. Now, I



Dr C, H, Lane - . 1/13/34

would like to propose for your consideration, the following, as
ai;substitute for the amendment previously proposed. If this

is acceptable ang properly set up, such amendment should be
placed before the 1934 Convention.

Provided thap in any State where no lines of race, re-

share in it; but Rrovided further, that only

male members may be proposed for national or
regional offices, contests, or honors, that

only male members shall be sent as delegates to
National F,F 4, Conventions, that only male
members shall be included in the statistics
furnished the National Association of F.F.A., angd
that payment of dues to the National Associa-
tion of F.F.A, shall be solely on male membership
accounts,

If this wording is not Jjust right, it can be changed so
as to express the intent more exactly. This proposed amendment
is merely permissive., It is not compulsory on any state. There
is no reason why any state would need to change its own present
procedure because of it, and, therefore, it should have the
entire backing of every state adviser. :

From the National angle, it accomplishes the purpose
of keeping the F.F,a, representatives that appear before the
public eye and enter into national and inter-state=activities,
confined to the boys group. It was this last thought, possibly
more than any other, which actuated the delegate vote on this
matter at the last convention.

It is my very earnest desire fop the future good of the
organization, that as National Adviser, you may find a way to
hold definite action in the Specific case of Hassachusetts, for
@ year and give your support to the intent of this proposition at
the time of the next F.F.A. Convention.

Sincerely yours

WIW:HAS W. J. Weader

37
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oane weEnArs 48 & purh of the pabiic sduestion progpen of the Habdow,
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Yy Pulus ¥, “tioson dmmery 10, 1954
“gae @

an wall e envh stede, we eortainly osmnet ke any Sloorindantion en
esomint of yese, roliglon, ovlar or sox. In bobh natioond wod stats

Py P Ay orgamizations, howovow, 3 thinl thers should bo o8 mh PRk
off sald de wbdon e e oupd of beoys ss possidie, IP e P, P, Ag
beoonsd an adult crgpanisation, however instond of & boye snd ity
Shen I belleve 1% Joses muoh of ip effeotivenens, Bo far as I have obe
saxvod the advisory relotioms of Dr, lano end ¥e, Ross, So the Sational
Assnalation, they heve aoted wicely,

Hry Bowerd and I agroo $hat thers (v cortelsn netlonsd
rouirononts with wideh we aro not in seeords Those requipemwbs, )

“ver, seas Y0 represent the opinien of ‘he majority of the deles
%‘?mﬁmmamg:ammwm-wmwwmm.
1o Hational Consbitution for eny organisatlon, naturall ¥s Owmot saBlsfy
Bil Sha stabos, ﬂh_wwﬁhm‘m_mmuﬁ e

dalogates ot Hensns 01ty vare porfeotly willing for mirla te be omrolled

sy quastion, howevar, wAth ropard 0 the Trture Foruns Dot e
Srganisations, to listbing the nemborehds o bopne

1 trast that you w311 undepsband my positlon in this
uatbor, zuwmmmwmwmmummam
mmmwawmmmmmmm;
:@&matmnmmsmmwmm_mmmw
e MM&#“MQ%’@-WW in canmonbien with She
Tatianm] Congrass, ot which bine, T hope BEAS quectlon A1l bo febe
mitSed for further disonesion, “

With kindest soreonal regerds, 3 sm,

3t
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January 20, 1935,

R R

¥r, Bay ¥ife, Supervisor, i : =
Department of Zducaticn, 2.
State of GMQ' Py S
Columdmus, Chde, ro '
o> =

Ky dear Ur, ?ife 5

>»>T

b

r, ¥, J, “saver, member of the Advieory Council of b F.For. is hand-
ling our case with the Xational Adviser and cthers resnonsidble __ Mﬁiamm
ef the ¥ationel Aseoclation of F.V.A. vt -

1 kave seen it lutimated that Kassachusotts is unmso *play the ¥.7.A,
guas® but is mot wvilling to sdide by the rales, The feplication is that wo are -
*po0r sporta’. R

Sportenanship is not the jasus,

/" /’ ‘ B
/o
The 1ssue ia the quastien ss to ohe e.ve’énm of pudlic fands
for this enterprise is to contimms to b logal, %{,//

.

In order to give us the lezal atatus accagiary contismenoe, Er,

Faaver is now asking that the Natlicmal Assoelation = loainz cocndment)
Erovided that ia any State vhere mo Yizmee religion, or ssx can
legnlly be dreun in 188 syfifa of voos agrienltursl edu~

cation, memborehip {n ths Hih F. XA, associotions

shall bo ¢pen to all woustisaal e Asmtoh@‘z
standing oho deaire %o share in 1% orovided foxthep, 4

enly male masbers may )s-;zng; o7 natienal or regiomal

offices, centeats, pf hemors, that only male members ghall de sant
as dslegates to Nationel 7,7.4.)\ Cenventions, that aly mle nembers
shall be includad in the statiagflos furnished the Hational Associa-~
ticn of 7.P.a., and that peymont of dues te ths Hational Asscciatien
of F.,F.A. shall de solely en male mestbership asceounts,

%2 ars ot trylng to dominnts the mtry. Cthor States may do whet their
Constituticns and laws permit. Baszaciusetts simply requests the modest meagurs of
self=determination 1a $3%s rarely iaternsl affsirs which this smendment would grant,

Parts of the enclosed. copy of my latter of ths Sth iastant %o Er, Doenais
2ay interest you,

Be sure that I apireainte your letter of the 16th ingtant, ia oddch yom
spoke wnofficially bt very clearly for Zobby Jomes, Fresident of the 7,F.A,

$incersly yours,
/8/ Re W. Stimson

R¥SINS Sapervisor of Agricultursl Edueeticm,
Enea,
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February 15,' 1934
Mr, W, Jo Wﬁ&?ﬁ' .
State Departuent of Bdusatien

'Dsarvw.;mr:
- ‘ hmmmwmmz-ﬁwthutm
. 1otter of Jammary 13 has not been attended to. I Yiave employed
mlm&mwtlmmormmsmmmm-m—
position passed at the national F.F.A. omvantion, whioh 1if oare
rxdmwmwmmammpmmmtw
al organization of F. P, 4, ‘

:wmwmmmwmm
mmmmhormmﬂdmmmm;mm

¥assaokusetts situation, o

Do you think 1t advisable for me to write the other
mombers of the national advisory oounsil suggesting that we aak
mnmwmmormr.&a. to stay Pinsl aotion on Mags~

C. H: LANE
CiiLe Chief, Agricultural Bdusation Service

oy AT

)
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DI‘ C. Ho L O %
Office of Education o

o
Department of Interior
Washington, D, C,
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d
’

3B 3
My dear Doctor Lane: = -

I have your letter of February 15.

Consistent with all my previous letters on
this subject, I would urge that you adopt whatever:
means may be open to you in harmony with the F.F.A.
constitution and by-laws, so as to stay action on the
proposition passed at the National F.F.A. convention,
which puts up a membership restriction that is illegal
in Massachusetts, New York and very likely, in many

other states as well, until all facts in the matter can
be placed before the Advisory Council, supervisors, and
delegates, prior to and at the next

annual meeting.

If it is your plan to have the supervisors
discuss the matter and express their views as regional
groups, some means should be devised to see that all the
facts in the case are presented for consideration. Any -~
thing that you feel that you would like to have me do, I
shall be glad to undertake, as far as T have the ability.

Sincerely yours

WJIJW:HAS

W, J. Weaver



February 27, 1934

¥re. Julian A, MoPhee '
California Polyteshnic School
San Luls Obispo, California

Dear ¥r. KoPhee:

Following up your letter to me under date of Deocom-
bar 20 with referemce to the situation in ¥assnolmsetds on
FeFeiie matbors, 1 am writing to say that althoagh thies cut of
the four State members of the Counoil wont along with the aoe
tion of the PeFeAs dalogates ab Eanssas City, it i3 ay opinimm
that the members of the Counoil should reconsider their deoi-
sions to thoe extent of asking that the Bonrd of Trustees of
the FoFehe gtay final action on lassachusebts until the next
annual convention in Ootober at Kansss City, at whioh time probe
1m@dmomgormmmmmyhmmnmm
of business,

w@mminbasdmtmmlmtsmhm
tranapirodintholuttwononminmgardteponciesm
relationships between State Dirsctors and the progrem of voos-
tional education In agrioulture. I have talked with a good
many State men about the matter and everyone seems to be of
the opinion that wo should not go too hastily in the elimdna-
tion of any State from She national organisatiem, ' I beliews
the Board of Trustees will go along with the reccmmendation
of the Advisory Counoll that final aetion be stayed until the
next conventlon and I trust you will seo the wisdom ef this
prosedure and let we hear from you at onse., I Bolieve it i
in the best interests of the F.F.A. organization,

‘Sinserely yours,

C. H. LANE
1+ TN Chief, Agriocultural Education Service
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Pebruary 27, 1934

lir., Ls By Pollom
State Department of Bducation
Topeka, Kansas

Dear ¥Mr, Pollom:

Following up your letter to me under date of Decen-
ber 27 with reference to the situation in ¥assachusetts on
FaFeis matters, I sm writing to say that although three out
of the four State members of the Coumeil went along with the
action of the P.F.i. delegates at Kansas City, it is my
ion that the members of the Coumeil should reconsider their
decisions to the extent of asking that the Beard of Trustses
of the F.Fehs stay fins) aotion on Massechusetts until the
next annual convention in Ootober at Kensas City, at which
time problem of disposing of Massashusetts may be made the
first order of business. i ' S

Wy opinion is besed on the developments which have
transpired in the last two months in regard to polioies and
relationships between State Directors and the program of vo-
cational education in agrisulture. -1 have talked with a good
many State mem about the matter and everyone seems to be of

procedurs and let me hear from you at omce, I budiise
in the best interests of the F.F.A. organization,

Sincerely yours,

C. He LANE .
Hiad Chief, Agriecultural Bducetion Service



February 27, 1934

¥Mr. Des R. Clomonts ,
State Department of Bducatiom
¥ashville, Texmoasse

Dear Mr. Clements:

Fonczhgupymlattertommdordataafmm
29. with refereonce to tho situation in Magsaohusstts on P.F.A.
matters, I en writing %o say that although thros out of the
four State membars of the Council Went elmmg with the sotion
of the P.F.i. delegates ot Kansas City, it is my opinian that
. the members of the Counsil should reconsider their deslsions
to the extent of asking that the Beard of Trustess of the F.F.i.
- stay fimal astion on ¥assacimaotits until the mext annual come
vention in Qotober at Kemsas City, at which time problma of
a:mmgawsmmmyuemmﬂmmwmo.
ness.

e _

wmnioauhamonmdmlwmtam&uw
transpired in the last two months in rogard to policlies and re-
lationships batween Stete Directors and the progren of woca-
~ tional edusation in agrioulture. I have telked with a good
- many State men about the matter and overyono sosms to be of
the oppinion that we should not go too hastily in the elimimm-
tion of any State from the mational organization. I beliewe
the Buard of Zrustwes will go alonmg with the recommendation
of the Advisory Coumsil that final astion be stayed until the
next convention and I trust you will soeo the wisdonm of this
proosdure and let me hear from you at omse, I bolieve it is
in the beat intarﬂsts of the F.F.A, organization. '

- Sineeraly yours,

C. H. LANE ’
Clila 3 Chief, Agricultural Bducstion Servise -
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February 28, 1934

Hre YWy Je VWesver
State Department. of Edquestion
Albany, New York

Dear Mr, Yeavars

Replying to your letter of February £1, I wrote the
othor menbers of the Advisory Councll yestorday in line with
your suggestions to stay eotion on the proposition passed at
the Bational F.Feie Convention which proposes to drop Mngsa=
chushtts from membership in the F,F.A, I am hoping that the
uen will agpe this situation in the sams light that we do and
that the matter cen b postponed until the next FoF.A. conven-
tion. ' :

.Although wo had not plennsd to have the supervisors
disouss the matter end express their views at reglemsl groups,
I am not eortain bubt what this-would be a good plan beounse
after all is said and done, the State supervisors should exer-
ciss, and do I delieve, enough influenvse om the astion of del-
egates st Kansas City.

I understand that ¥r, Stimson has asked Mr, Willianms to
not Wring the matter up at the HebtMviAllantio Regiamal Confore
onae, :

Singorely yours,

' C. He L&BB
CHL: 3 Chief, Agrisultural Edueation Service

o
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vame 1CvLel S®0T TO 8Ll national officers

¥aroh 21, 1934
Hr, Bobhy Jma ‘
Prosident, Puture Parmsrs of
WQ Ohdo
Dear Bobby:

unmsr&mumsw;m&auwmm

that has arisen betwoen the natiomal organisstion and the inosa~

ohusotts Assoolation of Future Farmers of America,

Lane

C. H., LANE
CHL.s3 Chieof, Agrioultural Elucation Servies

i)



Marech 21, 1934

Ur, He Wy Stimson

. State House

Boston, Massaohusetts
Dear Mr, Stimson:

I an glad to sdviso you this morning that the Hatiomal
Advisary Council is wnanimous in requasting the Board of Trustees
of the P, Py Ae t0 atay final aotion on the vote taken by the del-
ogaten at Zansas City, with referense to lassachusetts, until fure
ther oconsideration san be given to the question at the next ammual
connm;iuuatxmcuyinm _

So far the agents have not contezplated digsussing this
matter at the regional sonferences this spring, bdut I an inolined
to think now that It should bo given sonsideration. I am there-
. fore, calling it to the attemtion of oach agent ‘who is responsible
for conferenses this springe

Sincerely yours,

C. He LANE
CHi.zj Chief, Agrimltnral Bduoation Servisco



-~ Resolution in hespeet td
'Qembership in the F.F

It is the sense of the Borth Atlantic Eegional“
ﬁunference,

that the Future farmers of America should be -

'~,eccgnized as a boy's organization. It is recagnized furtheg,

.4 Eation and res;ective 5L8tes, regarding member

Sbi?nOf

It 1s’ therefqre reeommeaded that,agﬁ'y1"

X

<4
. ’\: oy
o

manner not 1nconsistent with the provisio&s of* u
ment, '

Committee:~-ﬂah» Connecticut
s

Fife dnin
% ' \ Kowlds, Delaware
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212 State House, Boston, Mass.

To Diractors and In- SPESCIAL REPORT N.B., You will be inter—
structors in Charge of ested in this information.
Vocational Agricultural FOR Have you any suggestions?
Schools and Departments R.¥W.S.
in Massachusetts. OCTOBER 1934 -

BY
RUFUS W, ,STIMSON ' Supervisor of Agricultural Education.

MASSACHUSZETTS ASSOCIATION OF FUTURE FARMIRS QE,AMﬁRICA

MEMBZRSHIP STATUS STILL

UNSETTLED

The Future Farmers of America, = the national association of
farm boys studying vocational agriculture, — met in annual convention at
Kansas City, October 25. The publicity bureau of the Convention reported
that the organization now totals 82,000 boys. This membership has been
attained in only six years and includes one out of every two boys taking
vocational agriculture in 5,000 high schools.

A year ago the 1933 convention voted to suspend our Massachusetts
Chapter from the national organization, because now and then a girl member
was included in our Local and State Associations. We protested against
this action, on the ground that the F,F.A. program had been absorbed into
the official State and National programs of vocatiounal agricultural edu-
cation, and that such education in Massachusetts must be open to all without
discrimination as to race, religion, or sex. The Advisory Council halted
the execution of the suspension, and submitted to the 1934 convention, just
held, the following resolutions.

"Thereas the Future Farmers of America is fundamentally a boys?
organization; and whereas, the national constitution of that
organization specifically states that membership shall be con-
fined to male students; and whereas, it has come to the attention
of the National Board of Trustees of the Future Farmers of
America that due to circumstances within certain States, girls
have been admitted to certain local and State organizations,

"Now therefore, be it resolved, that the National Board of
Trustees recommends to the F.F.A. delegates in annual convention
at Kansas City, Missouri, Octobsr 23, that this practice be con-
fined to local and State membership oaly and with the permission
of the National Board of Trustees based upon satisfactory evidence.
It is further recommended to the delegates that no national dues
be collected from girls and that no national or regional membership
or recognition be extended to them., F.F.A. Chapters with girls as
members are not eligible for participation in the National F.F.A.
Chaptar Contest nor is a State with girls as membsrs entitled to
narticipate in the State Association Contest,"

47



Mr..Stimson's Monthly Report October, 1934,

The 1934 Advisory Council is divided two and two on adoption
of this resolution, with the fifth and deciding vote in the hands of
Mr. J. A, Linke, Acting Chief, Agricultural Zducation Service, Office
of Education, United States Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C.

Mr. Linke, now the National FiF.A. Adviser, intends to come
‘to Massachusetts early in December, to take this matter up with
President Potter of our Massachusetts Association of F.F.A., and our
State FF.A. Adviser. 3zZvery effort will be made to bring Mr. Linke
and Mr. Small into conference also,.on this matier, '

President Pottsr writes::

"] would like to say. that I had a most
wonderful trip and:was very glad that I
had the opportunity to represent Mass-
achusetts at the Convention.!

The most interesting-item in-my field this month is the
news of the above action brought back by the President of our Mass-
achusetts Association,, who, with most his expenses paid. from the National
F.F.A.. Treasury,.attended: the Convention as our official delegate.

9
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&, &, Lo S al Hareh 12, 1935

cumatances within certain States, girdls have boan admitted to cerbain
iseal and State organizations,

mmmmmhm&unmm-mm
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Hatiousl ¥, ¥, 4. President,
for the 1535 Natioval Bosyd of Trustess.
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MAJOR IROBLIIIS OF WIE P,F A.

e Jo leaver
Assistant State Supervisor, New York,

.

At our last regional conference, this group decided that at each
succeeding meeting it would like to have some time on the program for
discussion of the problens that mipght come up in connection with the Fefaiis
organization. It seems to me that two things might well be discussed
briefly today: (1) A report of the major hagpenlnvs of the year so far
as your representative on the Advisory Council is concerned; and, (2) a
discussion of such probleis as you may care Lo bring up concerning the
FPelleily affalrs of the region,

ily report of what has hapnened for the year in the idvisory
Council is going to be short, I think that progress has been made in
that a greater recognition is being given to the Council as a part of the
functioning Teleiie Organization, In the four years that I have been your
representative on that Council I have seen the part that it s, played
increase in importance from year to year. last year for the first time
a meeting was held where every member was present. liany matters iwere
discussed in connection with the conduct of the I'eF.iie association and to
that e:tent real progress was made., Probably the chief item that was
discussed at that time was the matter that is up at the present time
concerning the status of the [lassachusetts organization in connection with
girls in its membership. You recall the action taken Ly this group last
year in which you supported the thought that within a State organization it
should be the right of the State Adviser and his own organization to
determine how the program within the State should be conducted. You
supporued this thoupght and I took that general stand at the time of the
Council meetings You will adso recall that your vote in this mabtter was
placed Lefore the Southern Regional Conference and the Southern group
toolk similar action. 4t the Advisory Council meeting at Kansas City, two
regions were in favor of liberalization of membership, and two vobed
strictly male menbership, 'That rather left the matter up to ilr. lLinke,
and it is still up to him. You will recall on the report sent you from
the llational meeting it wos reported that the status remains unchanged.
I suspect this year further consideration will be given to the matter and
doubtless we will hear more of the final dlSUOSltlon at the Kansas City
meeting this fall.

crogress had been made in the idvisory Council in its being
recognized by the Zxecutive becret¢ry and the Adviser as capable of giving
some worthwhile sugpgestions concerning the policies of the organlzatlon.
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“fhen the letter came out last fall as a report of the I'¢faiie
delegate meeting entitled, "Some High Lights, etc." Service Letter 86,
I noted one item where it was menbtloned that the national dues for 1054~E5
rere 10 cents, but that for 1935-36 they wrould be 15 cents. This matter
of inecreasing dues never came up in the fdvisory Council and I believe
was not very well considereds. AL any rate I thought it was my duty to
find oub what had hapwened. I virote to lire Linke on December 10, and
sent each of you a copy of that letter, and a copy to each other nember
of the Advisory Council. ilost of you responded and the general reaction
wes in agrecment with the stand that there did not seem to be any
justifiable reason for increase in dues, One of the State supervisors
sugrested that some group action be taken. If you see fit to tale
such action, it may help our representative next year on the stand that
we vrant hin to toke on this matter. ‘ :

1le are a little handicapped in the matter of being able Lo give
you the complete official report of the I'el'siie delegate meeting. IU is
nowr 4pril and we have not yet received the report of the proceedings of
the F'e/le meeting held last fall, Tt would seem as though it would be
desirable to get that P.l'.le report out a little more promptly. It is
not so interesting at this delayed date as it would have Dbeen to the local
chapbers in the States if it could be given to them earlier.

Do you want to take any action to express your thought in regard
Lo dues? ; ,

Ire Iiowlds: I think we should take such actione.

It is moved that this body go on record as opposing the increase
in national T',".fie dues from 10 to 15 cents as proposed by the delegates at
tho Kansas City Convention, Ilotion seconded.iiotion carried,

I think that one of the Dbipg accomplishments of the year was
the fact that every State of this region, except Rhode Island, was ropro-
sented at the national meebing at Kansas Citye That doubtless was due
largely to the move toward equalizing the opportunity as between States
by paying transvortation expense ol one delegate to the national meeting.
I suggested in the Advisory Council that this plan be extended as rapidly
o8 possible, looking forward to travel expense of 2 delegates from each State
to be paid by the National TF'eFsfie organization. -

Since our allotted ten=minute peoriod of this conference seems to
be over, we rill not have time to enber inbo any discussion of the State
T'e’ofie problems which many of you have suggesteds - I think we should have
o much longer period assigned for a matter as important as the F. .M.
organizavion is in our State and Wational programs in vocational agriculture,

56




MEMO -Lathrop- No., 90, Jume 4, 1935,
Sent tos Mr, Linke,
Subject: The Massachusetts Situation,

The occesien for this Memo was & discussion of the Massachusetts
- situation at the Western Regionel conference. This discussion
indicated thet the facts in the situation are not ecmpletely known,
For example, it was pointed out that eontimued membership of
Messachusetts means girls participeting in the natienal contests,
0f oourse, there is nothing in this argument because Massachusetts
has egreed not to ember girls in national contests,

The sentiment of the group ran strong egainst the Messachusetts
stete supervisor. The expulsion of the 600 boys, who are, in a way,
innocent-by=stenders, did not enter into the discussien,

I believe that 1little progress is being made in this case because
perscnal considerations have clouded the issue, I wish to suludt te
you & line of reasoning which seems to offer a selutien of this problem,
which will be for the best interests of the F,F.A., Moreover, I reguest
that you will abselve me from amy personel bias in this metter. I am
interested in the welfere of the boys in Massachusetts as I am in the
boys of eny other stete,

¥y understending is that Masseachusetis has agreed not to enter
girls in nationel contests, This means that the few girls in two
Massachusetts chapters will participate in the loeal and stete
activities but not in national ectivities,

‘There are two arguments in fevor of acoepting this agreement as &
solution of the problem, The first is that it will eliminste girls
from natienal eontests and permit 600 boye to retain membership in -
the F,F.A, The second argument is that this solution will avoid reising
what seems to me & very serious question, i.6., whepher the constitution
of the F.F.A. should diseriminate between sexes,.

The expulsion of Massachusetts would raise the guestion whether an
- organization which functions as e pert of the public school and on whieh
persons employed by communities, stetes and the U, 8, Govermment spend
time end travel, may make a membership discrimination between sexes,
There iz e distinction between limiting the membership of sn orgenmization
according to the functions of the orgenization end diseriminetion between
sexes. A lecal F.F.A. chapter mey limit its membership to students
enrolled in vocetional egriculture because this organization is o means
of teaching cooperation eand leadership to those who are to engage in
ferming oocupations., But discrimination between sexes within this
limibed membership is another question entirely.



Memo «Lathrop- 20, wZea

It seems to me that we would have a similer situation if the
English or science clubs in high schools were te form a natienal
organizetion and insert an ertiele in their constitution excluding
girls from membership,

My suggestion is that you eonsider this reasoning. If it is
sowiid, we need to do some missionary work with those persons who
are toc deoide this matler and seem now to be under the swey of
personal blaeses,

In brief, the agreement of Massachusetts not to enter giris
in national contests seems to me to offer the best pessible
solution of the problem, It meets the objections reised in other
states and would avoid raising thé question whether the F,F.A.
constitution ean eliminate girls even from national contests and
stil)meintein its present reletiomship to public edusatien.
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Mr. J. C. Wrikht, g‘; s
Assistant Commissioner for Vocational ’é o
Education, ' = ™
U. §. Department of the Interior,
Office of Education,
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Wright:

Enclosed I send you.a copy of one of
our local school papers, with a marked article

which simply emphasizes the fact that girls! mem-
bership in the Future Farmers! organization is not

simply a dream, but is a very real situation with
which we should have to reckon.

Yours respactfully,

Director,

ROS/MAY
Enc.

BELS
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Dora Winchester,
Farmerette

A lover of horses and keenly in-
terested in horticultural pursuits, Do-
ra Winchester, of Saugus, accepted a
scholarship in September 1930 at the
Essex County Agricultural School.
Enrolling as a four-year student she
at once set the pace in practical farm
work as well as in academic studies
for her male companions. In Novem-
ber 1934 she graduated, one of 3 girls
in a class numbering forty. During
her course she carried on four suec-
cessful projects in vegetable garden-
ing and floriculture which enabled
her to maintain herself in school and
establish herself in business.

While an undergraduate, Miss Win-
chester took an active interest in the
Future Farmers of America, being
elected secretary of the local chapter
and the state association. Her work
in the latter office merited the follow-
ing comment from the state adviser:
“Miss Winchester has been the best
secretary we have ever had in the
state association.”

Miss Winchester won the coveted
Honors’ E awarded only to those stu-
dents who reach a high standard in
loyalty, scholarship and achievement.
She won this letter twice during her
four year course.

She has demonstrated that girl
students are entitled to everything
vocational agricultural has to offer.

Dora’s first ventures in gardening
were confined to a small plot of land
in the rear of her home. Here she
constructed hot beds, raised her own
seedlings, and did her own garden
work even to marketing the products.
She carried on this work for two sea-
sons realizing substantial profits.

After taking up floriculture she
accepted positions in commercial
greenhouses in Wakefield and Sau-
gus thereby getting real business ex-

M eedlcecad i mman O anl 00

Farmers’ and Home-
makers’ Day

Christmas and New Year’s have shed

their festive cloaks. The birthdays of
Lincoln and Washington have been
commemorated. And St. Valentine has
had his day. But in with the March
winds comes another day, historic in
the minds of Essex County farmers
and their families. To these people
the third Wednesday of March has
come to mean something vital and en-
tertaining. For twenty-one years
Farmers’ and Homemakers’ Day, in-
stituted by this School, has been set
aside in the interest of advancing
agricultural knowledge.

This year, on March 18, friends will
come to hear Professor J. H. Frand-
sen of the Massachusetts State Col-
lege, whose travels in Denmark en-
able him to compare the agricultural
practices of the Danes with our own.
Assisted by Professor H. G. Lind-
quist he will discuss milk and cheese
problems, illustrating the lecture with
slides.

Homemakers will hear, after lunch,
Mrs. Ada Danforth of the Suffolk
Consumers’ Council for the United
State Department of Labor, and Mrs.
Louisa Skilton, Household Editor of
the “American Cookery Magazine”
and Assistant Director of the Home
Information Center at Jordan Marsh
Company.

Adhering to a schedule of past
years, sectional meetings will occupy
the afternoon. Each section will learn
the agricultural outlook in its partie-
ular field.

‘Poultrymen, in addition to a discus-
sion by Professor F. H. Branch, may
anticipate a baby chick show and auc-
tion.

Fruit men and market gardeners
will meet together to hear the man-
ager and auctioneer of the new Re-

(Cantinned an nage 2. eol. 1)

Pruning Suggestions

Many people think every tree and
flowering shrub should receive an-
nual pruning. Some would do it only
in winter or early spring; others dur-
ing summer and fall, keeping in mind
only the thought that it must be done.

With many of our plants some
pruning is essential at times, but
teeding, careful cultivation or mulch-
ing and protection against insect or
disease intestation are in many cases
of more importance,

Far too common is hedge shear
pruning, leaving the shrubs with their
tips snipped off regularly, involving
an artificial symmetry and loss of na-
tural grace.

Prune to regulate height but not to
destroy natural form. Remove inter-
fering, injured, diseased, or dead
branches; renovate or rejuvenate old
plants; encourage a smaller number
of larger flowers, or encourage
branching and an abundance of smal-
ler flowers..The result is always
worth the effort Because ornamental
plants are never over-supplied with
tlowers for the plant lover the real
problem is to preserve all the buds
nature makes to produce these flow-
ers.

Remember that early flowering
shrubs and trees produce their flow-
ers and fruits from buds formed on
wood grown after bloom and before
winter. What will happen if these
plants are winter—or spring-pruned ?
Each live piece removed takes with it
buds that were intended for flowers.
Forsythia, white-flowering spirea and
mock oranges fall into this class.
These plants may be pruned severely,
if it is desired that their size be re-
duced, within a week after their
bloom is complete. Follow this prun-
ing a few weeks later by pinching off
the tips of those shoots which are
growing too fast.

(Continued on page 2, col. 2) C)O
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For Mr. Linke

Directors and Instructors in Charge
of Vocational Agricultural Education
in HMassachusetts.

Gentlemen:

Mr. Harold A. Mostrom, Educational Manager at Essex County Agricultural
School, like other F. F. A. Advisers in Massachusetts and members of our Massa-
chusetts Association of Agricultural Instructors, has given careful thought to
what probably ought to be our next step toward holding a place for Massachusetts
in the National Association of F. F. A. and its progrem; also, to what alterns-
tive action should be tzaken toward an. indevendent State Associgtion and program
of work, intended to insure 100% participation by 211 our Massachusetts Voca-
tional Agricultural Schools and Departments, in cese the voting is ageinst con-
tinued F. ¥. A. affiliation.

Mr. Mostrom, 2lso, has discussed the F. F. A. situntion with wvarious
Advisers of the Essex Chapter.

Yesterdey Mr. Mostrom responded to my suggestion of some weeks ago that
he let me have his ideas in writing. I offer them to you attached to this letter,
in advence of our Annusl F. F. A. Meeting, to be held nt Msssrchusetts State
College, in Stockbridge Hzll, Room 201-A, at 1:00 P.M., March 21, 1936, as aids
to discussion and sensible action.

The Essex Chapter, as you may know, is the largest and strongest in
our State. It probably has few, if any, superiors anywhere. It is fully con-
vinced of the merits of the F. F. A. movement, (1) as a valuable feature of our
teaching and extra-curricular activities; and (2) as 2 disarming and effective
means of arousing and sustaining national interest in, and the support by the
general public of, our whole program of Vocational Agricultural Education in
America.

I hope, with Mr. Small, that wise counsel will prevail in our action
at this meeting.

All of you as directors and instructors are warmly invited to be pre-
sent for a full and free expression of opinion and preference. I am sure that
the delegates and their advisers will be grateful for all the help you can give
them, before they cast their deciding votes on this momentous issue.

Please bring this letter with you for ready reference.

6
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Enc.
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Or, if you cannot come, plecase write us your suggestions or requests.

Sincerely yours,

Supervisor of Agricultural Education and
State F. F. A. Adviser.



Some Notes on Present F.F.A. Situation

1. We do not care to be placed in the vosition of voluntarily withdrawing
our membership in the National Orgenization of F. F. A.

There would seem to be real gains and vrestige from being associated,
in the minds of the public, with the organization which stands, in their
minds, for vocational instruction in agriculture in this country.

2. TWe do not care to "pay taxes without representation". If we are not to
be permitted to enjoy the normal privileges of participation in contests
and meetings of a regional or national character we feel that our dues
should be reduced or withheld.

3. Why not officially notify the organization

a. That we feel that we have complied in good faith with the
national program as originally stated in its constitution?

b. That we believe sincerely the action of the last national
convention to be a violation of our rights and privileges
as & state unit within the organization?

NOTE; - We do not dictate to another state saying, "You
mist open your membership to girls or you must not drew the
color line, ete., etc.," much as we may regret the action
of those states which do.

¢. That we decline to forward our dues and will decline to
surrender our charter until this matter is given a thorough
review by o committee of nationsl and state advisors?

/s/ BAROLD A. MOSTROM.

March 13, 1936.

o



DARTMOUTH ASSOCIATION OF F. ¥, A,
RESOLUTION

Pronosed

Secretary Clifton Allen says the Dartmouth Association of F. F. A. has instructed
its delegate to present the following resolution. This information, dated
March 16, came just &s the Mostrom proposal and my letter of trensmittal
were on the point of being put into the mail.

Both the Mostrom and Dartmouth items are here presented for your sober
consideration as the hour for zction on this important issue nears.

"Whereas, the National Convention of the Future Farmers of America
on October 24, 1235, voted to restrict the activities of those
states having girls on their rolls, and

"Whereas, we do not believe that any organization of this kind,
partly supported by public funds, should have restrictions on
its membership that would prevent anyone regularly enrolled
in a publicly supported vocational agricultural school or
devartment from joining and perticipating in its activities.

"Be it resolved that Massachusetts withdraw from the national
orgasnization known as the Future Farmers of America and that
copies of this resolution be sent to the Future Farmers of
America, Mr. Linke, chief of the bureau of vocational agri-
culture education, Mr. Ickes, Secretary of the Interior, and
to President Roosevelt.!
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For Mr. John C. Wrifht
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To National F. F. A. Adviser, Mr. J. A. Linke
National F. F. A. Executive-Secretary W. A. Ross
State F. F. A. Chapter Advisers
And Others Interested or Responsible

L8 Rt

Gentlemen:

- The following resolutions were unanimously passed at the Annual Meeting of
. the Massachusetts Association of Future Farmers of America, held at Massachusetts

State College, April 11, 1936.

The "N.B." quoted below in item 2 makes this Massachusetts Association of
Future Farmers of America, for all distinctively national purposes and activities of
the ¥. F. A., an association of boys; while, for all distinctively state purposes
and activities, the educational benefits of this Association are held open to all
vocational agricultural pupils in this state. This N.B. was intended to provide
legally for any degree of more or less intimate connection between vocational agri-
cultural education and F. F. A. programs in this Commonwealth which local vocetional

agricultural schools and departments might desire.

The foregoing remarks and the following resolutions are to be teken
strictly at their face value. They are not official pronouncements of the Massachu-
setts Department of Education. The ilassachusetts Department of Education has never
“taken any official cognizance of any of the matters herein touched upon. As State
F. F. A. Adviser, I am simply taking this means of carrying out the wishes of the
Massachusetts Association of Future Farmers of America, as expressed below in item 8.

RESOLUTIONS ON RELATIbNSHIP OF MASSACHUSETTS CHAPTER, F. 7. A.
TO NATIONAL ORGANIZATION

1. WHEREAS!
We believe that we have complied in good faith with the National program
as originally stated in its Constitution; and

2. WHEREAS:
Our Constitution is modeled on the original F. F. A. Constitution and in
it Article III, Section B, has an N.B. which, for the fullest possible
compliance with the present National Constitution, reads

"N.B. It is expressly provided that only male members
~shall be proposed for office, honors, or partici-
pation in contests, controlled by the National
Association of Future Farmers of America;" and

Gl



8

WHEREAS:

We are unable to comply with the ruling discriminating against femzale
membership even if we found it otherwise desirable, because it is contrary
to the constitutional provisions of Massachusetts governing the use of
public funds in public education and any organizations identified there-
with (See footnote 1); and

WHEREAS :

We do not care, for good and sufficient reasons, to be placed in the posi~
tion of voluntarily withdrawing our membership in the National Organization
Of Fo Fc Ac: md

WHEREAS :
We do not care to pay dues without representation and participation in the
normel privileges of the organization, therefore

BE IT RESOLVED: -

That our Treasurer be instructed to draw a check covering our membership
dues for the F. F. A. fiscal year ending June 30, 1936, and v

BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVED:

That we decline to forward dues after June 30, 1936, or to surrender our
charter, until this matter has been thoroughly reviewed by an impartisl
committee of National and State advisers (See footnote 2); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:
That copies of these resolutione be forwarded to the National Secretary,
the National Adviser, and the advisers of other State Chapters in the dis-
cretion of our State adviser; and that a copy be spread upon our official
records. :

Footnote 1 We respectfully point out that this is undoubtedly true in other
- States; and we believe that immeasurable harm would result to vocational
agricultural work throughout the country, if this action of the National
organization were to become known to either our State or National repre-
sentatives. :

Footnote 2 We suggest that the proper action to take would be: to rescind
- the vote of the last National Convention; and to take such action as would
permit every State the right to incorporate in its Constitution such rules
as shall make it conform to the laws of the Commonwealtl, or rules laid
‘down by the State Commissioner of Education.

Respectfully submitted,

. RUFUS W. STIMSON
Massaclusetts Association of F. F. A. Adviser

Ll



COPY FOR THE INFORMATION OF:  MR. J. A. LINKE Lo

Bz,

Dpparstinenty Gtorcateon

| DIVISION OF VOCATIONAL EDUCATION y @
- R. O. SMALL DIRECTOR /M‘;%ﬂ, W June g, 193 6.

Mr., J. B. Rutland, State Adviser,
Texas Association of F. F. 4.,
State Board for Vocational Education, -
Austin, Texas.

Dear Mr. Rutland:

With the F. F. A, principles and program of work I am
intimately femiliar.

From the moment Dr. Lane took the(F\ F. A, away from Groseclose,
and began %o spot light =, its advantages a integral feature of the
National Vocational Agricultural Education pilparam, he/put all possible
pressure on me to bring Massachusetts into the\fold. he impossibility
of legally so doing was explained to him; i inally, at a Regional
Conference here in Boston, the plan o men by the “N.B.M
in the copy of the recent resolutions was hit upon, d I was told by

those present tc send our plan along; Nading a coastitution with
that N.B. and "see what weould happeh¥

We sent the constitutigh so s¢b/up, We were not told it had
Leen rejected, We assumed it had Ween gedepted as a sufficient compl i-

ance with National Association of Fi

¥ 4, purposes. We knew it would
be legal here. S

You see, we have women—in Massachdsetts who own and operate
farms. We also have womep who &re Momemakers., Your Future Homemekers!
organization would be for/the latter Vocational Agricultural Education,
in 211 its privileges and advantages \in Massachusetts, must be kept open
to the former. Our Ess xkcounty Azl tural School, for example,
hag a homemaking school fer.girls a woman educational manager; and
a vocational agricultural bqhoo r/boys and girls, men and women, with
a man as educational m er, re is a separate program for each school.

een no ¥e®jr in which girls have not been admitted to
cultural e ation classes, The statistics you quote
e

There
our vocational
to the contrary
in our vocational
mast be admitted,

in error.| |Potentially there always will be girls
cul tur ducation classes, They are sdmitted and
n>@33§%/ s with boys.
Our schools and departments in general have been resentful.

They have felt that a phase of the Federal Vocational Agricultural Education
service on which so much public time and public money are being spent ought
to be open to 2ll who are eligible to attend vocational agricultural classes
in any State. It has been impossible to develop any considerable degree of

-
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enthusiasm for membership in the National Assoctation, or in a State
Assoclation affiliated with the National Association at whose hands

our State is considered to have suffered. This will explain the small
numbers, even at our largest membership figure and our dwindling numbers.
Until this situation is cleared up in ghch manner as to permit us to carry
on legally our program of Vocational cultural Education in this State,
including F. F. A, activities urged updn\us by the Federal Office of
Education, it is too much to expect any crease@ enthusiasm, or en~
largement of membership,

The boys and their ad
have our facts before you, Hen e set of resolutions you have received

" Asigned) RUFUS W, STIMSON

upervisor of Agricultural Education,

A



FOR: Mr. Johm C, Wiright, Assistant Commissioner for Vocatiomal Education.’j’

Explanation of the occasion for, and. point of, this ﬁemora.nd:tm, if de-
sired, may be found attached hereto. These statements are sent for

your information and convenient reference.
. ) ) - 4 :

/s/ RUFUS W. STIMSON
Supervisor of Agricultural Education.

MEMORANDUM

FROM: Mr. Small L DATE: August 19, 1937.
T0: Mr. Stimson . N

SUBJECT: 1936 Proceedings of the F. F. A. Convention.

Reading the statement on page 21 of the 1936 Proceedings of the
F. F. A. Convention, I do not gather that they actually expect us to ask
formal opinion of the Attorney General on this specific question, but that
they desire to understand the bases upon which we take our stand.

Let us get the issue involved squarely before us,

I do this in 'no argumentative mood and with no provincial interest.
I do it no more in the interest of our chapters than in the interest of this
useful national organization. .

The issue is the principle of complete public control, This is
covered by our State Constitution and laws; particularly by the %"anti-aid
amendment", so called, which in part provides: '

Article U6, - - - no - - - use of public money - - -
shall be made - -~ - for - - - maintaining or aiding any
school ~ - - not - - - under the exclusive control, order
and superintendence of - - - public agents authorized by
the commonwealth - - - . ’

This is also covered by the fundemental "Smith-Hughes" Act which
provides that "such education shall be under public supervision or controll,

‘ 4 line of opinions, court cases, and court decisions involving

the "anti-aid amendment!®, control of school organizations, use of school
property, jurisdiction of Boards of Control, have determined beyond further .
debate that an activity not under complete direction and control of the
constituted Board of Control, has no place in the school; an activity which -
is not edicationally a part of the school is an activity that instructors

- as such have no right directing and advising on school time and on school
property. - ‘

v -Any question we could frame would in effect ask whether a boys!
national organization, privately controlled, meeting in convention, could
determine membership in an activity carried on by one of our State-aided
Agricultural Schools, in which activity our instructors, paid from public
funds, participate and exercise educational leadership. ‘



In light of the above, it would be ridiculous for us t6 ask

the Attorney General a question to which the answer is so olementary and
. patent.

" We and those in direct charge of these schools are responsible '

public servants in charge of schools all activities of which are open,
under ‘regulations, to "minors"® emrolled therein. There can be no activity
in a school which is not completely subject to constituted public control,
There can be no activity in which, subject to regulations of the Board of -
Control, membersh1p does not include all pupils.

Ve would not only be ridiculous, but we would be unwise. TWe
could. precipltate trouble for all concerned. We could start a line of

attack upon an enterprise full of merit and educational value. I must not
do this,- ’

i
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Dear yr, stimsons:

I am in receipt of the memorandum dated August 19,
1937, from Mr. Small to you entitled %1936 Proceedings of the
F. F. k. Convention. |

I note Mr. Small's remark concerning the statement
on page twenty-one of the Proceedings of the Nationzl F. F. A.
Convenfion. I also note the statement by Mr. Small as follows:
"I do not gather that they actually expect us to ask formal
opinion of the Attorney General on this specific question." T
want to assume the entire responsibility for asking, in the
National Conventién, that Massachusetts give us the interpretations
of the law by the Attorney General, since, in your letter to me
dated September R2, 1936 in paragraph three you make a statement
as i‘ollows:. "Mr. Small has explained to you in person why more
camplete compliance is impossible. I also have so done in per-
son. and by letter. Our position is necessitated by our laws
and by rulings of our Attorney Generals governing expenditures
of public funds in our State."

Since you had stated in your letter to me that your
Attorney Generals had made rulings governing expenditures of
public funds in ﬁassachusetts, I felt it would help in our -
conclusions concerning procedures in solving the problem in
Massachusetts in connection with the national F, . A.

On page ®wo of the memorandum dated August 19, it
is stated: "In the light of the above it would be ridiculous

=22
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for us to ask the Attorney General a question to which the answer
is so elementary and patent." Further, "We would not only be
ridiculous bu'b'we would be unwise. We could precipitate trouble
for all concerned." Also, in your memorandum of August 25, 1937,
you stated that in a letter of the 23rd instant written to
Executive Secretary Ross about what I had Just done you said: "It
is unthinkable that this action as recorded contemplates any fur-
ther procedure. You can not have intended that a Eoy from '
Massachusetts,or a.ny-other State, should go over the head of the
Director of Vocational Education of that State to the Attorney
General for :'g.nterpretétioﬁs of the law as bearing upon a feature
of that State!s program of instruction." I am like you, I believe
it is unﬁhinkable, especially in Massachusetts, that a boy wouldl
be permitted to go over the head of the Director of Vocational
Education to its Attorney General for an iriterpretationv of the law,
but from your letter of September 22 s 1936 to me you indicate that
rulings of the Attorney Generals have already been méde governing
expenditures of public funds in the State of Massachusetts.

If you will refer to my letter addressed to you November
7, 1936, paragraph two, you will understand that we had no intention
o_i‘ any one going over the head of the State authorit;v to get an
opinion from the Attorney General. I raised this question in the
convention because I thought it wouid be a step forward in really

solving the problem which is found on page twenty-one of the Pro-

-ceedings as a recommendation of the National Advisory Councilg

713
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If is as follows: "Recommended that since the preéent national

F. F. A. constitution is being revised that during this process

of revision consideration be given to the making of satisfactory
provision for meeting State cohs‘titut;‘.on requirements with respect
to membership in the Future Farmers of America.m

I have made an honest effort to solve this .pro‘blem, but

it seems that I have two opposing sides that are not willing in

any way to compromise, However, I am still in hopes that some-
thing cam be done by which Yassachusetts can still retain her
membership in the national organization. As I havé told you, I
inherited this whole controversy and am trying to work at it
in a fair-minded way and in the interest of the larger organization.
I am sorry that you have seen fit to make public your
side of the case, since, in my judgment, it has séfiously handicapped
my plans in bringing about a solution of tﬁe problem. .\'z'e have never
made public,from this office, anything for or against Massachusetts.
Although your memorandum \&of August 19 may cresate some favorable
sentiment in some States % it will tend to arouse the opposition in

other States, We have a plan under way which will be brouéh‘b before

fails @ Ve

the Advisory'Council and phe, Board d Trystees at Kansas City, %‘b
I s . Yo o e X “Aosro

ey
I hope you will accept this in the spirit in which it

is written,

Sincerely yours,

J. A, LINKE |

7t
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MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
VOCATIONAL DIVISION
VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION SERVICE
212 STATE HOUSE
BOSTON, MASS.
Avugust 25, 1937.

L= — - I P

70: Those Besponsible for Sound Vocational Agricultural Education
and Future Farmers of America Policy and Procedure.

FROM; - Rufus W. Stimson, Supervisor of Vocational Agricultural
Education,and State F. F. A. Adviser in Massachusetts.

SUBJECT: Revision of the National F. F. A. Constitution with
Reference to Membership.

Page .21 of "1936 Proceedlngs of the Ninth Natlonal Convention
of Future Parmers of America®, reads in part:

’ “Delega.te Clinch of Massachusetts was then recognized and
spoke briefly concerning the ~ - - membership.situation - - -
after which the Student-Secretary was called upon to read the
recent recommendation of the National Advisory Council concern—
ing this situation which was as follows:

"IRecommended that since the present National
F., F. A, Constitution is being revised, that dur-
ing this process of revision, consideration be given
to the making of a satisfactory provision for meot~
ing State Constitution requlrcments with respect
to membership -in the F. F. A,!

"fMoved by Maddox of Tennessee and seconded that the recommenda-
tion of the Advisory Council be accepted. Poucher of Florida of-
fered an amendment to the offect that the existing resolution

. adopted in 1935 at the National F. F. A. Convention bde contimued
until next year and that the Massachusetts Attorney Generalls
interpretation be obtained. The motion as amended was carried."
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The Constitution of the Massachusetts Association of F. F. A.
was modeled as closely as possible on the first Constitution of the
National Association of F. F, A. Its membership Article, Section B,
opened membership, as did the original Constitution, to any student
regularly enrolled in an all-day, day-unit or part-time class, as to
all activities in the State program; but includod the following *N.B,"
as to the out-of-the State, or National, F. F. A, educational activi-
ties and honors:

"N.B.: It is expressly provided that only male members shall
be proposed for office, homors, or participation in
contests, controlled by the National Association of
Future Farmers of America."

Thus, within the State there was strict conformity to the
Constitution and laws of the Commonwealth. Thus, also, it was believed,
,there was sufficiently strict conformity outside the State, to the more -
recent restriction of all National F. F. A, educational activities and
benefits solely to male members. At a Regional Conference Massachusetts
had boen urged to join the F. F. A, with éxactly such latitude in State
affairs safeguarded, and had acted in good faith accordingly.

Our F. F. A. membership in Massachusetts rmst continue to re-~
nain open to all who are admitted to the all-day, day-unit, or part-
tine privileges of Vocational Agricultural Education. And Massachusetts
should not be penalized therefor,

1t was upon this express understanding that Massachusetis

applied for, and accepted, a Charter in the National Association

of Future Farmers of Anerica.

For the possible assistance of Yr. Sampson, representative of
the North East Region on the National F. F. A. Advisory Council, and on
his request, a possible footnoto to the membership soction has been sub-
nitted for consideration by those in charge of the revision of the
National F. F. A. Constitution now in progress.

The National F. F. A. Progran is so completely sponsored, so
strongly promoted, and so strictly guided by the Vocational Agricultural
Edycation Service of the United States Office of Education, and its ac~
tivities entail such heavy expenditure of public funds, including office
work, travel of agents, the use of the franking privilege, and the like,
that not to open all National F. F., A, education activities and benefits
%o all active nmale F. F., A. nembers of any and every state, as factors
in an official vocational agricultural education progran naintained by
funds raised by public taxation, would be indefensible.

The 1935 resolution should be rescinded. A footnote or other

anendnent, to the effect of the "N.B." above quoted, should be incorporated

in the National F. F. A. Constitution now in process of revision,

NV
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The recomnendation, in short, of the National F. F. A, Advisory
Council, above quoted, is in the interests of sound Vocational Agricul-
tural Education and F. F. A. policy and procedurac,

No request for action pursuant to the Maddox motion and Poucher
anendnent having been roceived, but page 21 of the 1936 Procecdings hav—
ing been read, I took the liberty of handing o narked copy of the latter

- to Director Small, with the following note of transmittal:

"Now that I have guilty knowledge of the
exact wording of the membership notion referring
%o Massachusetts, in the printed 'Proceedings!
récontly received, I presune it is my duty to
call it to your attention.!

- The 23rd instant, writing Executive-Secretary Ross about what
"I had just done, I said:

It is unthinkable that this action, as recorded,
conterplated any other procedure. You cannot have
intended that a boy from Massachusetts, or any other
state, should go over the hoad of the Director of
Vocational Education of that state, to its Attorney
General, for an interpretation of the law as bear-
ing upon a feature included in that state's progran
of instruction,Y

Mr. Snall's memorandun to ne dated the 19th instant was
prorpted by this reference, has the background above indicated, and

" is released herewith for your information by his authority.

MTS
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